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   Early Renewals
They start at the November
meeting - those that renew
BEFORE 11/30 get DOUBLE
entries for a $50 gift
certificate.

Calling All Radio Operators
Walk N Knock 24 Starts Saturday

December 6, 2008
Your help is needed. This year we will need 40 radio operators. As of today we
already have 2 radio operators signed up.  I still need 38 radio operators. Clark
County is growing so fast that we are adding new areas. We will be picking up
food at all Les Schwab Tire Centers again this year. Les Schwab and Riverview
Bank locations collected a lot of food for the drive last year.

In 2007 we had over 4,500 volunteers, logging over 450 hours of time and 1,600
miles to make 2007 a success. The official collection was 283,540 pounds of
food collected. Total value for 23 years of Walk N Knock food collected is over
$7,000,000.00.

For those of you who would be new to the Interservice Walk N Knock Food
Drive 2008, your volunteer service would be greatly appreciated supporting the
Clark County Amateur Radio Club.

Even if you haven’t done this event before, don’t be nervous; it is very rewarding.
When you see the final result of all the food collected and know that it is going
to feed people in need in the county, it is a rewarding experience.  Not sure
about signing up and need to understand what it is about, you can call me Dan -
W7DMB.

WE NEED YOUR HELP--PLEASE SIGN UP.

There are a couple of ways that you can sign up:

1. You can send me an e-mail:  dmbaulig@comcast.net  (need name, call sign, phone
number and what day(s) you can work--Saturday or Sunday or both.)  The main
Food Drive is Saturday, December 6 th , and the Late & Missed pick-up is Sunday,
December 7 th .

2. Call me at 360-254-0608; this is the Club Hot Line.  Leave a voice mail with your
call sign, a phone number, what day you can work or any questions.

3. Sign up at club meeting on a sign-up board.

4. Listen for me on the CCARC repeater.

5. Don’t wait for me to call you.  Please call me; it helps a lot.

Thanks for your continued support.  Dan Baulig, W7DMB, at 360-254-0608

John R. Maynard, K7NY, passed
away at the age of 75, on Oct.
16, 2008.

John was a member of the
Clark County Amateur Radio
Club and a member of ARES/
RACES and the VE testing
team.

He participated in 57 testing
sessions since joining the VE
team in 1993.

John had been in failing health
for some time and was
recently in the Ft. Vancouver
nursing facility in Vancouver.

The family has announced
plans for a memorial service
later in November.

 Silent Key, John, K7NY
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         President-Elect
Larry Bloomquist, KE7HGC

            President’s Column

Dave Phemister,
        WB7ESV

The recent antenna seminar that was held on Saturday,
10-11-08, was a big success.

The presenters were: Ward Silver – N0AX and Ralph Javins
– N7KGA.

All phases of fixed and portable antennas were discussed
and examples were demonstrated.

The session was well presented and well received by the
attendees who came from all over the Northwest.

At this time, we are looking for suggestions for board
members for next year. If you have any suggestions, let
any of the board members know whom you would like to
nominate.

Our up-coming events are the Veterans’ Parade and the
Clark County Walk-N- Knock food drive.  If anyone wishes
to participate in either or both of these activities, contact
Phil Yasson – AB7RW (Veterans’ Parade) or Dan Baulig-
W7DMB (Walk-N-Knock).

I wish to congratulate those who recently obtained or
upgraded their license.  Good work.

If you know of anyone who would like to attend a class
to obtain their Amateur Radio operator’s license, contact
Delvin Bunton – N7QMT for the class location and time.

We still need volunteers for the Gee Creek rest stop
coffee break program.  If you wish to help with this
activity, contact Jerry Schue – KD7KWO; he could also use
either money donations, home baked or store bought
cookies, along with help manning the rest stop.

Our Friday club meeting program presentations have been
very informative and entertaining thanks to Larry, KE7HGC’s
effort and as a result there has been a large group of
members attending the Friday meetings.

In addition to the Friday meetings, if anyone wishes to
bring “goodies” for the treat table, notify Jerry – KD7KWO.
73’s,
Dave – WB7ESV

Hello again all,
Hopefully most of you got to go to the antenna seminar;
it was great to see so many people there from all over
the area.

With fall getting here and the inevitable cold weather
setting in, I hope everyone is ready for the winter soon
to catch us....you know those pesky antenna projects
and getting those coax runs sealed off from the cold
winds that will get us soon. So don’t say I didn’t warn
you.  Hi-Hi.

Anyway the closing months of the year still have a few
events left in store for us so don’t be shy.  The Veterans’
Day parade, Gee Creek, Walk and Knock and a couple
of others can always use more people and if you are
hesitant because you don’t have any experience, don’t
worry.  Someone that’s done it before is going to be
there with you! So sign up and come enjoy the fun;
besides it’s great practice for those times when our
services are needed in the community during an event
and we all need to practice!

Anyway, enough of my ramblings for now...Jump in and
join the fun. See you at the meeting, Larry, KE7HGC/
aar0ba

 ARES/RACES serves Clark County
The ARES/RACES group has been providing the Tues-
day state CEM NET checkin to Camp Murray each
Tuesday morning at 9:00 am.  Scott Byers, N8VRX,
and Bill Creel, AC7ZF, provided the service
Tuesday, October 7th.
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Everyone is welcome!!  Bring your friends.  This is ba-
sically a social time between club meetings.  No agenda,
just good food and fellowship.  We always meet at 12:45
PM, after the lunch crowd has thinned out a little.  If
you have any suggestions of places to eat, please con-
tact Jack, W7JB.

Friday lunch locations will be announced stsrting at 11:00
am on Friday before the lunch time.

      Friday Lunch      Classified Ads, For Sale & Want
Ad space is free to members on a space-available basis.  The
editor reserves the right to accept or reject any part of the listing
as required.  Send ads to the editor, Bob, K7YFJ, at 470 J St.,
Washougal, WA  98671.  Call 360-835-3773, or send them on E-
Mail.  rwgoodale@comcast.net

   Clark County Amateur Radio
  Club Elected Officers

             Club Phone Number is (360) 254-0608

President:  Dave Phemister        WB7ESV     573-7812
phemid@qwest.net

Vice Pres:    Larry Bloomquist    KE7HGC    883-5592
ke7hgc@yahoo.com

Secretary:   Barbara Yasson     AC7UH         574-1152
ac7uh@arrl.net

Tr easurer:   Ron Ames       N7SRT          254-5245
n7srt@arrl.net

                                            Board of Directors
    2005-2006

   Rob Haller K7JAO    695-9881       Jerry Schue KD7KWO  254-5523
                            k7jao@arrl.net                                kd7kwo@arrl.net
   Phil Yasson AB7RW   574-1152        Rick Smith  KT7G      896-0221
                            ab7rw@arrl.net                                     kt7g@arrl.net
   Dan Baulig W7DMB   254-6202       Jake Otten N7WO       256-5788
                           w7dmb@arrl.net                                    n7wo@arrl.net
   Past President   Al Lewey  K7ABL 687-5766         k7abl@arrl.net

 Membership    Judith Ames N7SRS 254-5245
 Newsletter    Bob Goodale K7YFJ 835-3773
 Public Information     Lisa Bloomquist    KE7HPW` 883-5592
 Officer
 Sales    Laura Seitlinger    KC7LOK         503-670-7268
 Repeater Trustee    Don Unruh NX7J 571-3155

 ~ Writers ~
  Dave Phemister, WB7ESV; Wayne Schuler, AI9Q; Barbara
  Yasson, AC7UH; Larry Bloomquist, KE7HGC;  Rob Haller,
  K7JAO; Delvin Bunton, N7QMT; Dan Baulig, W7DMB.

            The CCARC Repeaters are: 52.95- (94.8),
     147.24+, 443.925+ (94.8), 443.125+ (94.8),
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For Sale:   ICOM IC706MkIIG with cw filter and remote
cable.  Can be used as home station or mobile.  Good
condition.  Used less than 20 hours.  $650.

YAESU FT-897D  New and in unopened box.  $725.
Call Jim Fenstermaker, K9JF, at (206) 930-9372

Wanted : 2 each 572B tubes for SB-200 Amp, also I
need tubes for 1920 Era Battery sets like the 01A ,112A,
CX301A , WD-12 UX-112A , I have These Radios .Atwater
Kents and Freshman Masterpeace. Radiola’s , Kolster type
6, ECT
Thanks Very Much, George, KC7HKP, phone 360-885-
0981, e-mail kc7hkp@arrl.net
Note: Due to health issue please call after 11:00am

For Sale:   Some items from Bill Smith, W7SNY.  Swan
SWR-Power Meter Model SWR-1 Like new condition in
original box with manual (data sheet) This is an in-line
SWR/power meter with maximum output of 1 KW,
Frequency range of 3.5 to 150 MHz.  $25.00

Battery Packs for Icom BP 170L – condition unknown
and likely will require replacing of cells within holder.
Holder is in good condition and could be reusable Battery
Pack/DC power connection with cigarette lighter plug
for Icom.  No discernable markings on case but thought
to fit same radio as PB 170L $10.00 for both.

Swan Electronics WM-3000 Peak Reading Watt Meter but
also switchable to rms power output.  Good condition
with instruction manual.  Frequency range is 3.5 to 30
MHz and is for SSB emissions only.  $75.00
Contact Don Unruh NX7J at 360/571-3155 or
NX7J@comcast.net  for more information.

Free:   Heathkits, 1984 Color TV and 1984 Stereo
receiver.

Call Eugene WA7FYU, 503-289-1545,
wa7fyu@arrl.com
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October Club Meeting
The meeting was called to order by
President Dave Phemister, WB7ESV, on
Friday, Oct 3 rd,  at 7:30 PM at the Salmon
Creek American Legion Hall.  The speaker
for the evening was Kristen Tomson,
K7KWT.  She gave a presentation on the
National Traffic System (NTS).

As usual, the gathering started around 7:00 PM with the
eyeball QSOs over cookies and coffee.  There were a
few items on the bargain table and Laura, KC7LOK, was
there with the club tee shirts.

We were reminded about operators being needed for
the Boy Scouts of America Jamboree On The Air on Oct
18 th  (Contact Jerry, KD7KWO), the Veterans’ Day parade
on Nov 8 th  (Contact Phil Yasson, AB7RW), the Walk and
Knock food drive on Dec 6 th  and 7 th  (Contact Dan Baulig,
W7DMB) and Gee Creek coffee stop on Nov 29 th  and
30 th  (Contact Jerry, KD7KWO).

Jim Fenstermaker, K9JF, our ARRL
Director for the Northwestern
Division, spoke on some things going
on with the ARRL. The ARRL is
working with the American Red Cross
regarding their background checks of
Ham Radio operators wanting to
assist the Red Cross. More
information on the BPL issue, and we
will be seeing a new face on the ARRL web site soon.

Kristen, K7KWT, showed a
PowerPoint presentation as
she told us about the National
Traffic System.  The NTS
operators are trained on how
to send and receive emer-
gency and routine traffic.  Not
only are there NTS operators
at the scene of an emergency
but also far away outside the
stricken area.  Emergency
traffic is usually from the
stricken area to just outside that area but it can extend
much further.  This can be the request for more help
and/or directing the help where it is needed.  Routine
traffic is both inside and a long ways outside of the
stricken area.  It can be housekeeping traffic for items
needed at a shelter or notification to a victim’s family
outside of the area that they are well and where they
are located.  Sending well-being traffic to a victim’s family
can extend all the way across the USA.  A victim could
also have relatives in several states who are worried
about the loved one they have not yet heard from.  Ham

Radio has always been there to send messages for anyone
who has someone anxiously waiting for any word from
them.  Even if the phone lines and cell phone towers are
intact they will be jammed with everyone trying to make a
call.

A standard NTS form was created to keep things simple
and to make it so all of the NTS operators were taking
and sending messages the same way.  This assures that
all the information needed to route the traffic is obtained
and there is also a check system to assure the entire
message was received the same way it was sent.

Those of us in the ARES group and those of us who wish
to assist the Red Cross with communications need to take
the Incident Command System courses 100 and 700 to be
allowed to assist.  The courses are on-line and are not
very long.  There is a multiple question test at the end and
you can refer back to the instruction material for the
answers.

The NTS operators generally pass their traffic by voice
but CW, Packet radio, and Winlink systems are often used.
Whatever the method, the message does get through
because – when all else fails, Amateur Radio works.

The club had a cake to celebrate Marianna Kearney’s,
W7WFO, 85th birthday.

Rob, K7JAO

John Gohndrone, N7TT, visits with Marianna, W7WFO,
     and a friend after the meeting.
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September 2008
Technician License Class

Phil, AC7NB, and Delvin, N7QMT just completed their latest
four-session technician license class.  Between 23 and 25
students attended each but the last class session when
17 students tested for Technician or General.  We also
had two others test along with the class members.

Jared Adams, KE7WEA; Mike Baker, KE7WEK; Peggy Barnes,
KE7WDY; Mike Brewer, KE7WED; Janice Fitzgerald, KE7WEM;
Bill Harris, KE7WEO; Bob Holcomb, KE7WEJ; Todd Kestner,
KE7WEI; Jill Khovy, KE7WEC; Mike Larson, KE7WEG; Marilyn
Melhorn, KE7WEN; Jean Moultrie, KE7WEF; Sam Reed,
KE7WEL; Don Taylor, KE7WEB; and Robert Brinkley, KE7WEE,
all passed the technician test.  Matt Driggers, KE7WEP pass
both the technician and general tests.  Rick Aragon,

KE7VXC, Larry Ball, KE7KEZ, and Rick Olmstead, KC7TXF,
attended to brush up on their knowledge or to assist
friends in the class.  Seven others were not able to test
on September 27 with the class, but we expect they, too,
will soon have their licenses.

Steve Crane, N7VHT, passed his test for Amateur Extra.

Several of the new hams attended the October club
meeting, and are already getting involved in the club.  When
you hear any of these folks on the air, please welcome
them to the ranks.

Delvin and Phil plan to hold three classes in 2009.  The
first, probably in January, will be a General upgrade class.
The two Technician classes will probably be in March and
September.                                         Delvin, N7QMT

The VE testing crew, Jack, W7JB; Duane, W7COD;
Dick, W7HUY; Al, K7ABL

Vern Smith, KA7DCQ, presents pictures and infor-
mation on his trip through the Panama Canal and an
up date on the 5 county D-Star activity at the ARES/
RACES October meeting.

A good test of a person’s characterA good test of a person’s characterA good test of a person’s characterA good test of a person’s characterA good test of a person’s character
is his behaviour when he is wrong.is his behaviour when he is wrong.is his behaviour when he is wrong.is his behaviour when he is wrong.is his behaviour when he is wrong.

Kindness is always in season.
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CCARC Board Meeting Minutes
Clark County Amateur Radio Club
Board Meeting October 1, 2008
Minutes of meeting held at El Rancho Viejo

Attendance:  Dave Phemister, WB7ESV; Larry Bloomquist,
KE7HGC; Ron Ames, N7SRT; Judith Ames, N7SRS; Phil
Yasson, AB7RW; Rick Smith, KT7G; Dan Baulig, W7DMB;
Jake Otten, N7WO; Jerry Schue, KD7KWO; Rob Haller,
K7JAO; Al Lewey, K7ABL; Wayne Schuler, AI9Q.
Not in attendance:  Lisa Bloomquist, KE7HPW; Barbara
Yasson, AC7UH.

President Dave Phemister called the meeting to order at
6:17 PM.

Minutes of the September 3 meeting were published in
the October 2008 Rocking Chair Copy.  Rick Smith moved
to accept the minutes as published; Dan Baulig seconded
the motion.  The motion carried.

Secretary's Report.   No report.

Membership Report.  Judith Ames distributed the 9/30/
2008 membership report.  Membership stands at 240, five
less than this time last year.  Early renewals for the 2009
membership year start in November.

Treasurer's Report .  Ron Ames distributed the Financial
Report.  Income:  $4,817.61.  Expense:  $8,029.47.  Ron
has paid the insurance.  He and Wayne Schuler updated
the inventory list and ended up with $1,000.00 more equip-
ment in the inventory than we had last year, which in-
creased the total insurance bill.  As the checking account
balance is fine, he has not added anything to checking
from savings to cover the shed purchase.  The purchase
of the light bulb for the projector reduced the AV ac-
count to -$5.44.  Jerry Schue moved to accept the Finan-
cial Report; Rick Smith seconded the motion.  The mo-
tion carried.

President's Report .  Dave is glad to be alive and vertical.
He is trying to balance insulin levels to control his type 2
diabetes.  He expressed appreciation to those who called
and visited him.

Vice President's Report.   Nothing to report.

Board Reports
Operating:  Phil Yasson, AB7RW; Field Day.  Phil reported
that Field Day is over.  The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary
Special Event Amateur Radio Day 2008 is on October 18th.
The purpose of the special event is to commemorate
the 69th anniversary of the U.S.C.G. Auxiliary, spread the
word on the purpose and work of the U.S.C.G. Auxiliary,
bring in new members, and involve the organization in
radio communications.

Technical:  Rick Smith, KT7G.  Nothing to report.

Club Liaison:  Dan Baulig, W7DMB.  Dan fielded 9 hotline
calls, including 8 calls requesting information on how the
caller can become a radio operator.  Charlotte Ellis, K7SUR,
will be delighted to be the club's Sunshine department.
Judith received two e-mails via the website indicating the
sender would attend the club meeting.

Club General:  Jake Otten, N7WO.  Nothing to report.

Club Records:  Rob Haller, K7KAO.  Rob reported that he
has the club's records from Luther, KC7KVL.  One of the
club's green jackets is included with the documents.  It is
estimated to be from 1963.

Community Relations/Club Services:  Jerry Schue, KD7KWO.
Jerry reported that planning for the Antenna Seminar was
going well.  Announcements have appeared in the U.S.C.G.
monthly magazine and through the ARRL.  JOTA is Oct. 18
from 11:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.PM.

Public Information Officer:  Lisa Bloomquist, KE7HPW.  Larry,
KE7HGC, reported for Lisa that publicity for the Antenna
Seminar has been sent out.

Past President:  Al Lewey, K7ABL.  Al reported that he re-
ceived an e-mail request from the Army Corps of Engineers
requesting assistance from ham radio operators in their
EOC.  The test session from Delvin's class resulted in 18
new Technicians, 1 General, and 1 Extra.  There were three
perfect papers.

Repeater Report:  Wayne Schuler, AI9Q.  Wayne reported
that the repeater is touch and go.  We need to replace the
squelch board.  Receive is OK, but transmit is not.  He is still
watching how it performs.  The repeater is forty years old.
He requested that the Board budget for a new one.  They
start at $1,100.00, $2,200.00 - $2,500.00 for Motorola equip-
ment.  New ones are small, compact and fit in a rack.  The
Board discussed obtaining grant money to help with the
purchase of a new repeater.  Wayne now has a key to the
repeater site.

Old Business
1. Scholarship program:  Dan, W7DMB.  Dan reported that
he has not received any applications.
2. Swap meet.  Rob, K7JAO.  The event started at 8:30 a.m.,
and went well.  One vendor came from Salem.  Will con-
sider charging for slots next year.
3. Loaner program.  Rick, KT7G, distributed the Equipment
Loaner Agreement.  The Board discussed updates to the
form, to include the serial numbers and pictures of the
equipment, as well as the the borrower's call sign, driver's
license number, phone number, and address.  Dan, W7DMB,
will take care of the equipment loans.
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4. Other outstanding Old Business.  Jake, N7WO, has two
$25.00 gift certificates purchased for the Skamokawa
weekend.  The Board agreed to use them for drawing
prizes at a future club event.

New Business
1. Gee Creek Report:  Jerry, KD7KWO.  The next dates
are Nov. 29 - 30, 2008.
2. Awards Banquet.  Jerry, KD7KWO, will meet with Bar-
bara, AC7UH, to iron out the details.  The Community Ser-
vice and Operator of the Year Awards committee will be
Jerry, KD7KWO, Barbara AC7UH, and Rick Knapp, KE7FHK.

Next meeting:  November 5 at El Rancho Viejo.  Eat at 5:30
PM., meeting at 6:30 PM.

Adjournment.  Jerry moved to adjourn the meeting.  Rick
seconded the motion.  The motion carried.  Dave ad-
journed the meeting at 7:19 PM.

        Barbara, AC7UH, CCARC Secretary

YL news for November 2008
The Race for the Cure happened right on schedule on Sep-
tember 21.  Some 45,000 people participated in one of five
scheduled run or walk events.  The communications team
consisted of 35 volunteers, 32 of whom were radio op-
erators.  There were 15 operating positions along the route,
plus the net control station in Waterfront Park.  The YL
count for this year was 17, including my 9 year-old grand-
daughter.  Thanks to everyone who participated on the
communications team.  You did a great job, and helped to
make the event the success it was.

I want to thank everyone from the radio club who sent
their condolences and who gave Phil and me support dur-
ing the last six months.  While losing a daughter-in-law to
cancer is not the same as losing a daughter, it is close
enough for me.  Emily adopted Phil and me before she and
Greg were married, so we miss her as we would miss a
daughter.  We truly appreciate your thoughts and prayers.
Without that kind of support I know Emily would not have
made it as long as she did. We appreciate your kindness
and compassion, and value your friendship.

Speaking of YLs and nets, don't forget about the Two Riv-
ers YL Net every Wednesday at 8:30 p.m. local time on the
147.24 repeater.  When you hear us on the air, check in.
The net is a great opportunity to get in some fun radio
time and make local YL contacts.  Hope to hear you on the
air.

     33, Barbara, AC7UH

At the Antenna Workshop everyone took a break to check out the antennas and get some snacks.

The in-charge group for the Antenna workshop,
Jerry, KD7KWO; Ralph, N7KGA; Ward, N0AX;
Delvin, N7QMT.



          Page 9

Antenna Seminar enjoyed by many
Delvin R. Bunton, N7QMT

Approximately 140 hams and friends attended the Antenna
Seminar sponsored by the Clark County ARC on October
11 at the LDS Church near Prairie HS.  Delvin Bunton, N7QMT,
and Jerry Schue, KD7KWO, organized the seminar.  Lisa
Bloomquist, KE7HPW, publicized the event by various
means.  Two Centralia hams built the screen.  Admission
was free, but we accepted donations to cover
transportation costs for the speakers.  The program
included two speakers: H. Ward Silver, N0AX, and Ralph
Javins, N7KGA.  Both Ward and Ralph drove down from
the Puget Sound area to present their talks.

H. Ward Silver writes
regular columns in
QST, and the Contest
Update e-mail
newsletter.  He also
wrote three books
including “Ham Radio
for Dummies”.  Ward
also wrote the ARRL
online course EC-009,
“Antenna Design and
Construction”.  Ward
entit led his talk,
“Antennas 101”, and
drew heavily on the EC-009 course content.  He reviewed
ground plane and dipole antennas, ways to create nulls,
antenna gain, phased arrays, beam antennas, and loop
antennas.  Experimenters discovered most of these
antenna types in the early 1920s and 30s and since then
minor improvements occasionally appear.

Antennas radiate when electrons move.  Where there is
no movement, there will be no emissions.  Ward illustrated
radiation patters from various antenna types and related
the radiation pattern to the antenna geometry.  Antenna
gain must be expressed relative to something, such as a
dipole antenna or an isotropic (theoretical) antenna.  Due
to physical limitations, a 3-element Yagi (properly named
Yagi-Uda) antenna is 5-dBd gain.

Dipoles are the oldest and simplest antenna form.  Radio
wave patterns on the antenna repeat every ½ wave with
the amplitude reversed.  Maximum current exists in the
center, and voltage maximums appear at the ends.  Fatter
conductors appear longer electrically, so will be physically
shorter for the same frequency on a thinner conductor.
Dipoles at or above ½ wavelength radiate in a bagel shape
with the wire through the center hole.  Dipoles lower than
½-wave length (up to about 10 MHz) radiate more upward
which results in a somewhat circular pattern.

Antennas with gain focus the energy in a particular (usually
desired) direction and sacrifice reception from other

directions.  This often results in better communication
in the desired direction because competing signals from
other directions sound weaker.  After his talk, Ward
answered questions from the audience, which clarified
some cloudy antenna issues.

Ralph Javins started with
several stuffed backpacks that
he uses for emergency and
portable operations.  He likes
to go island operating in Puget
Sound.  Most of his antennas
are “man-packable” portable,
which emphasis on lightweight.
Ralph then pulled a small bag
from his backpack and set up
an 80-meter commercial dipole.
It can operate as an NVIS (near
vertical incidence skywave)
antenna.  Translated, the
antenna could talk reliably to similarly equipped stations
within a 200-300 mile radius.

Next, Ralph pulled out another bag and started setting
up a modified commercial vertical antenna.  The base
tripod legs were roughly 19".  He fabricated a new top
section 19" long, which gave him a portable ground
plane antenna for 2-meters.  Ralph then assembled the
rest of the 40/80 meter vertical that stood about 12
feet high.  He said he has used the antenna to talk with
Midwest stations.

Ralph continued to pull other antennas from various
bags and pockets, and he described a twin lead J-Pole
antenna that can slip into a pocket.  Bottom line:
antennas for portable use can function well for
emergencies, especially when you have some
experience using the antennas.  Some imagination helps
to find antennas that will fit your needs and the
situation.

The audience enthusiastically applauded both speakers.
Judging from the throng of post-seminar questioners,
both talks filled in some information gaps, and more
than a few went away with new ideas.

Jerry gathered some great snacks, and the donation
jar contents reflected the fact that attendees
appreciated the goodies on the table.  Both Jerry and I
want to thank all the club members who helped set up
and take down the seminar room.  Your help made the
seminar possible.  I hope those who attended learned
as much as I learned.  I count the day worthwhile.

Joy thrives in theoy thrives in theoy thrives in theoy thrives in theoy thrives in the
   soil of praise.   soil of praise.   soil of praise.   soil of praise.   soil of praise.
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ARES/RACES October Meeting
The ARES/RACES group met on Monday, Oct 21st, at 7:00
PM at the First Presbyterian Church on Main Street in
Vancouver, Washington.  There were three speakers for
the meeting. Vern, KA7DCQ; Chad, KD7ZPO; and Jardy,
KE7FHH.

Vern, KA7DCQ, gave a presentation on his 19 day cruise
from Seattle to Florida by way of the Panama Canal.  He
was able to operate his home amateur radio station from
on board the ship. Vern used a lap-top computer to access
his home station in Vancouver, Washington to get on the
air.  He even checked into the ARES Tuesday night net
from the ship.  He is using Ham Radio Deluxe software
and Skype software (both programs are free on the
Internet).  He has an Icom 7000 at home and when you
look at the program on his laptop computer it is like
looking at the front of the rig.  The IC 7000 has the HF
bands, 144 MHz, and 440 MHz.  Anything he can do on the
rig when he is sitting in front of it at home he can do
through the Internet.  He demonstrated how it works and
it was impressive.

Vern also gave us a D-Star update. (D-Star is a digital voice
and data system that needs a digital repeater and digital
radios) Washington County in Portland has put together a
grant to get a repeater and several radios for five count-
ies; four in Oregon and one in Clark County are included.
Our analog radios work fine and we will be keeping the
CCARC repeater, 147.240+, on the air.  Finding frequency
pairs for the new repeaters is difficult, but it is being
looked into. We have applied for a frequency pair and
two simplex frequencies. (One each on 144 MHz and 440
MHz). Not only does the repeater pair need to be
coordinated but the simplex frequencies, too.  The D-Star
system is being looked at for Emergency communications
and it might be several years before we actually get a D-
Star system operating in Clark County.  We’ll find out in
February if we received the Home Land Security grant.

Chad, KD7ZPO, is a member of a church-based organization
called Safe Harbor.  His group activated after the last round
of hurricanes hit the Gulf coast and they responded to
China, Texas, which is just east of Houston.  He went
prepared to jump into emergency communications but the
power had just been restored to the area after being out
for 7 days, so emergency communications wasn’t the
urgent need.  Serving prepared meals was urgently needed
so he settled in with his group providing meals.  The
Salvation Army was leaving the area now that the power
was restored and the roads were somewhat clear.  None
of the markets or gas stations in the area were open so
Chad’s group settled in at a church with a kitchen.  They
traveled out of the area to get the food and they provided
lunch and dinner for everyone in the area.  The way the
church is laid out, people could drive around the building
and the food was brought to them in styrofoam

containers so they didn’t have to park.  Chad said it was
very rewarding to help out and he did get some hamming
in after dinner each night.  His seven call sign caused a
bit of a pileup at times.  Oh yes, Chad also used a special
skill he has to assist the families down there.  Chad made
balloon animals for the children.  He explained most of
the children were confused about what was happening
and they looked dazed.  But they sure did light up and
smile when he made them a balloon animal.

Jardy, KE7FHH, spoke about using a cross-band mobile
rig as a one-way repeater when you can’t get into any
other repeater.  He showed us his portable one-way cross
band repeater he had built in a plastic marine type battery
box.  It had a 50 amp hour gel cell battery and a dual band
mobile rig in a GI Joes battery box.  The box came with a
battery meter, a cigarette lighter plug, and a positive and
negative terminal mounted on the outside (wing nut type).
It had a handle and strap to carry it.  Jardy added some
hasps for added strength to keep the lid on when you
are carrying it and you could put a padlock on them if
you wanted to.  He explained he could use it in a vehicle
or chain it to a tree and leave it. He said you would talk in
on the 440 MHz band and receive on the 144 MHz band.
You would use an odd split and he suggested two simplex
frequencies, 446.200 MHz and 147.500 MHz.  He explained
that some handhelds will do this cross band odd split (I
think that is what he said) and/or he said if your handheld
won’t cross band, you could set it up to transmit on
446.200 MHz and just listen on 147.500 MHz. You are
cross-banding but your radio doesn’t know it and won’t
care.

The Clark County ARES group will be doing a Simulated
Emergency Test (SET) on Nov 15 th  involving all of the
teams and both voice and packet radio.  The purpose is
not to send a lot of messages but to get your teams
together and set up a radio system for the SET.  Learn
what each team member will (or can) bring to an actual
emergency and what their skill level is on sending and
receiving traffic.  With the new packet radio program
(Outpost Packet Manager) you don’t need a lot of know-
how to get it going.  It is user friendly and menu driven.
It can also be set to automatically check for messages at
any time interval you set in the software.  The software
is free at www.outpostpm. org and you can use Google
to find it.  The next Packet / Digital meeting is Nov 10 th

so come on by and get your feet wet.  There are several
of us who can help you get started and we will have a
packet station up and running so you can get hands on
experience too.

The next ARES meeting is on Monday, Nov 17 th,  at 7:00
PM at the First Presbyterian church on Main Street in
Vancouver (the usual place). You don’t have to be a
member of ARES to come to a meeting, so come on by.

Rob, K7JAO
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       Thank you for attending.   See you next year

         June 5, 6, 7, 2009
                  www.seapac.org
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Clark County Amateur Radio Club, Inc.
P.O. Box 1424
Vancouver, WA 98668

The next Clark County Amateur Radio Club Meeting will take
place on Friday, November 7th, at the Salmon Creek Ameri-
can Legion.  Visit at 7:00 PM and the meeting will start at 7:30.
Jake, N7WO, will present the program for the evening.  He will
go over information about QSL cards.  How to fill them out, the
best way to send and receive them and anything else you would
like to know about the use of QSL cards.

       Call Sign                   License Class
Name:

Address:

City:                                           State:              Zip:

Phone:   (         )

Birthdate:

General Adult Membership _____ Years x $15.00 = $

   5     Years = $70.00 $

Under 18 or over 60 Membership _____ Years x $12.00 = $

Family Group Membership _____ Years x $20.00 = $

Repeater Patron Donation (any amount) $

Audio/Visual Fund Donation (any amount) $

Jack Ellis Scholarship Fund Donation (any amount) $

Thank you! $

Each Membership year is from January 1 through the end of each year. Make checks payable to:
Clark County Amateur Radio Club, P .O. Box 1424, Vancouver , WA 98668.

PLEASE INCLUDE SASE IF YOU WISH TO HAVE YOUR MEMBERSHIP CARD OR A RECEIPT MAILED TO YOU.

ARRL MEMBER?       (YES)      (NO)      (LIFE)

E-MAIL ADDRESS:


